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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 7,154,397 to Zerhusen et al. 

3. As per claim 1 , Zerhusen et al. teaches a method for a caregiver to validate the 
right patient with visual confirmation between the patient and a display of a device in a 
medical management system (Fig. 3B, ele. 80)(see: Zerhusen et al., column 15, lines 1- 
3, is met by "[a]n image or photo... of the patient is also illustratively displayed to confirm 
that the patient is the correct patient"), comprising: 

-storing a digital photo of a patient (see: Zerhusen et al., column 1 , lines 55-65, 
is met by "[pjatient data is stored in a memory of the point-of-care computer or in a main 
server"); 

-transmitting the digital photo to the device (Fig. 1, ele. 34; Fig. 2, ele. 34; and 
Fig. 129)(see: Zerhusen et al., column 1, lines 55-65, is met by "[ajccess to all patient 
information is available to... any computer connected to the point-of-care computer 
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through a communication network"; column 6, lines 36-41, is met by "signals can be 
transmitted between the network... and computer"; and column 27, lines 17-57); and 

-placing the digital photo of the patient on the display of the device (see: 
Zerhusen et al., column 1, lines 55-65, is met by "[a]n image or photo... of the patient is 
also illustratively displayed"). 

4. As per claim 2, Zerhusen et al. teaches the invention as claimed, see discussion 
of claim 1 , and further teaches: 

-transmitting the digital photo to the device when a medication order is 
requested for the patient (Fig. 126, especially ele. 1524; and Fig. 128, ele. 1548 and 
1550)(see: Zerhusen et al., column 25 line 37 through column 26, line 39, is met by the 
message to the nurse indicating a medication delivery on his or her do-to list and the 
step of identifying the correct patient). 

5. As per claim 3, Zerhusen et al. teaches the invention as claimed, see discussion 
of claim 1 , and further teaches: 

-transmitting the digital photo to the device when the device has been 
associated with the patient by the medical management system (Fig. 1 28, ele. 1 548 and 
1550)(see: Zerhusen et al., column 2, lines 6-14, is met by identification signals being 
sent to and used by the medical management system devices to associate people and 
things with the system; and column 26, lines 23-39, is met by displaying "an image of 
the patient along with a display of the patient's name for viewing by the nurse"). 

6. As per claim 4, Zerhusen et al. teaches the invention as claimed, see discussion 
of claim 1 , and further teaches: 
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-prompting the caregiver with the display to confirm that the patient matches the 
digital photo on the display (Fig. 128, ele. 1548, 1550, and 1552)(see: Zerhusen et al., 
column 14, line 56 through column 15, line 3; and column 26, lines 23-39, is met by "the 
nurse can verify that the patient being attended to is in fact the patient maintained in the 
hospital main database"). 

7. As per claim 5, Zerhusen et al. teaches the invention as claimed, see discussion 
of claim 1 , and further teaches: 

-sending a confirmation that the patient matches the digital photo to a 
medication management unit (Fig. 128, ele. 1548 and 1550)(see: Zerhusen et al., 
column 14, line 56 through column 15, line 3; and column 26, lines 23-39, is met by "[i]f 
the correct patient is identified... then the nurse identification information is entered") as 
a right patient match in a five rights check. 

8. As per claim 6, Zerhusen et al. teaches a medication management system for a 
caregiver to validate the right patient with visual confirmation between the patient and a 
display of a device in a medical management system (Fig. 3B, ele. 80)(see: Zerhusen et 
al., column 1 5, lines 1 -3, is met by "[a]n image or photo... of the patient is also 
illustratively displayed to confirm that the patient is the correct patient"), comprising: 

-a medication management unit having a processing unit and a storage medium 
coupled to the processing unit (Fig. 1 and Fig. 2)(see: Zerhusen et al., column 5, lines 
26-35), the storage medium containing programming code executed by the processing 
unit to (see: Zerhusen et al., at least column 5, lines 57-62, is met by "software" 
throughout): 
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-store a digital photo of a patient (see: Zerhusen et al., column 1, lines 55-65, is 
met by "[p]atient data is stored in a memory of the point-of-care computer or in a main 
server"), and transmit the digital photo to the medical device (Fig. 1 , ele. 34; Fig. 2, ele. 
34; and Fig. 129)(see: Zerhusen et al., column 1, lines 55-65, is met by "[a]ccess to all 
patient information is available to... any computer connected to the point-of-care 
computer through a communication network"; column 6, lines 36-41, is met by "signals 
can be transmitted between the network... and computer"; and column 27, lines 17-57); 
and 

-a device in electronic communication with the medication management unit, 
having a processor and a memory coupled to the processor, the memory containing 
programming code executed by the processor to place the digital photo of the patient on 
the display of the device (Fig. 42, ele. 624)(see: Zerhusen et al., column 1 , lines 55-65, 
is met by "[a]n image or photo... of the patient is also illustratively displayed"). 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT SOREY whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3606. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
8:30AM to 5:00PM (EST). 

1 0. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Gilligan can be reached on (571)272-6770. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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1 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Robert Sorey/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3626 
30 June 2008 

10 Luke Gilligan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3626 



